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Table 1 Distribution of participants in focus

group discussions by village 2012

©)

QH 9 4 0 0 1 4
IXZ 5 0 1 0 0 4
GH 6 0 1 0 0 5
QH 7 1 0 1 0 5

27 5 2 1 1 18

Note: (DIn this study the names of all the villages and participants
are presented with name abbreviations because all the participants in the
survey were informed that all of the information obtained would be
confidential and only for research purpose.

@The village cadres seed dealers and village technicians in the

discussions had also grown Bt cotton since approved
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Fig.1 The adoption rate of Bt cotton in 19972013

Source: Survey by Center for Chinese Agricultural Policy CAS
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Fig.2 Uptake pathway of Bt cotton in QH 1997

village Shandong province
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Adoption and Uptake Pathway of Bt Cotton by Chinese Smallholders
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Abstract Bt cotton is well reported as a successful case of biotechnology adoption in China the literature
on farmer adoption of Bt cotton is generally on the socio-economic benefits experienced by farmers while not much
has been studied on the adoption process itself. Based on the tools of focus group discussion and innovation tree
the adoption and uptake pathways of Bt cotton among smallholders in China were analyzed and the roles of
different stakeholders were identified. The results showed that to facilitate the rapid diffusion of GM technology
to farmers both public and private sectors can play important roles. First the ability of seed companies to
generate enough seed for the market after the approval of a biotech crop affects the scale of initial adoption or the
number of farmers who can plant new crop; Secondly technology developers from either public research
institutions or biotech companies are important facilitators in the initial diffusion of biotechnology. Thirdly having
a good local technology extension and training service is critical to disseminating appropriate information and
knowledge to farmers so that they can fully benefit from the new technology. Lastly improving the social network
of farmers can facilitate the rapid adoption and pathways of Bt cotton diffusion.
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