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The Accuracy and Effectiveness of Investment Decisions
among Rural Environmental Governance Projects:
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Abstract: With the rapid economic development over past 30 years living standards of people in
China have been improved significantly but the problems of environmental pollution become
increasingly serious. In order to reduce environmental pollution in rural areas it is of great
significance to understand the rural environmental pollution status and environmental governance
projects as well as the targeting and effectiveness of these governance projects. This paper uses a
nationally representative villagedevel survey data to systematically describe the present situation of
environmental pollution and the implementation of environmental governance projects in rural areas
and to analyze whether the investment decisions of rural environmental governance projects could aim
at the village environmental pollution status and solve the village environmental pollution. The results
show that in 2007 the overall proportion of rural environmental pollution has almost reached a half
and now there are big differences in the implementation and the investment amounts among eight
categories of rural environmental governance projects. Compared to rural environmental governance
projects implemented by the superior government those by village collective organizations do well in
aiming to the village environmental pollution status. However environmental governance projects
implemented by the superior government or by village collective organizations did not significantly
improve the rural environmental situation. The main reason of ineffectiveness may be due to short—
term implementation low rate of implementation and lack of accuracy among environmental
governance projects.

Keywords: rural environmental pollution rural environmental governance projects accuracy

and effectiveness
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