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Impacts of Peer Effects on Academic Performance in Rural Primary Schools
in China
Zhouhang Yuan "2, Shi Min’, Cheng Xiang'
(1. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101,
2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049,
3. China Center for Agricultural Policy, School of Advanced Agricultural Sciences, Peking University, Beijing 100871,
4. Institute of Agricultural Economics and Development, CAAS Beijing 100081)

Abstract: The rural students’ education is critical to the development of rural human capital and future rural
development, therefore the analysis for peer effects in rural schools has an important and practical meaning. Based on the
survey data for the 30 rural primary schools in the prefecture of Fuyang, Lu’an and Bozhou in Anhui province of China, this
article investigated class— level and individual- level peer effects on student's standardized math score, using the
instrumental variable method to conirol the endogeneity of peer performance variables. The results showed that the peer
effects did matter, both the average standardized grade of the rest of the class and the standardized grade of learning
companion had significantly positive effects on individual learning. These findings revealed that rural schools could improve
students' academic performance by optimizing students' class allocation and building study groups, so as to further boost the
input—output efficiency of rural human capital.

Key words: academic achievement; school effects; rural primary schools
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