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Family Functioning and Early Child Development in the Rural Areas of China
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Abstract Early development is crucial to a child’s future and is influenced by family functioning.
The purpose of this study is to examine early child development and family functioning in poor rural areas
of China as well as the correlation between them. Age & Stages Questionnaires ASQ and Age & Stages
Questionnaires  Social —emotional ~ASQ SE and Parenting and Family Adjustment Scales PAFAS are
used to obtain information on infant’s development and family functioning respectively. Single factor analysis
and multivariate regression analysis are used to explore the relationship between them. The results suggest
that both early child development and family functioning are not optimistic At least one kind of ability is
retarded in 1/4 of the sample children. The caregivers have poor behavior consistency and tended to use
violence such as beating and scolding while parenting. In addition the higher the score of PAFAS is the
higher the score of ASQ is and the lower the score of ASQ SE is P value<0.05  which proves that good
family functioning really benefits early child development. To sum up the quality of family functioning and
early child development in poor rural areas need to be paid attention to. In order to promote the early
child development in rural area of China policy suggestions are put forward as follows firstly early
child development services in poor rural areas should be brought into the field of public service secondly
it is necessary to increase publicity in order to improve parenting knowledge of caregivers in poor rural
China as well as change the traditional ways of parenting into the scientific ones thirdly investment
should be increased in scientific research and personnel training of early child development in poor rural
areas.

Key words family in the poor rural areas family functioning early child development



