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Forty Years of China’ s Agricultural Development and Reform and
the Way forward in the Future

HUANG Jikun

Abstract: In the past 40 years China’ s agricultural development has achieved remarkable
achievements. Accompanied with rapid growth of agriculture is a significant change in production structure.
Despite of increasing scarcity of water and land China has been able to largely ensure its national food secu—
rity and farmers’ income growth.Meantime there has been massively reduction of rural poverty. Although the
past achievements are impressive China’ s agricultural and rural development is facing many challenges.The
40 years of agricultural development has witnessed the achievements of reform and policy.Rural institutional
reform technology innovation market reform and investment in agriculture are the four primary driving
forces of China’ s agricultural growth over the past 40 years.To accelerate the on—going structural reform of
agricultural supply side and to foster the Rural Revitalization Development Strategy in the next three dec-
ades China should continue to rely on these major driving forces.

Keywords: 40 Years; Agricultural Development; Reform; Experience and Lesson



