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Abstract : Participation in the New Rural Social Pension Program (NRSPP) is essential for improving the wellbeing
of the elderly in rural China. This paper examines the change in that participation rate by using survey data collected
from five rural provinces. It analyzes relevant influencing factors by using the Fixed-Effects model, and explores some
effective measures to increase NRSPP participation. The results show that participation in the NRSPP has dropped from
74.6% to 72.1% in recent years, and has disparate participation across different regions. Furthermore, the proportion
of farmers who either participate in other pension plans, or do not participate at all, is on the rise. Decline in the
participation rate may be due to older people being more likely to participate the NRSPP than younger people. This
study also found that there is an inverted U-shaped curve which describes the relationship between age and participation
in the NRSPP. The family dependency ratio has a significant negative influence on participation, and the practice of
increasing returns for contributors who pay in longer has a significant positive influence on participation. These results
imply that the government should implement more effective and longer-term incentives for the NRSPP. Likewise, to
cover all eligible rural residents, the government should supplement and improve existing policies, while also ensuring
that new policies align with previous poverty alleviation strategies and agricultural policies.
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Table 1 Definitions and descriptive statistics of the variables

gg pa—— 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
R - ¥ bnkze B bRz WM bz M bR I bR

BESE (1=42;0=7) 0.75 044 075 0.43 074 044 073 044 072 045

A (%) 3993 1209 4008 1197  40.19 1178 4025 11.62 4057 1136
A MR =55 0=%) 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.51 0.50 0.51 0.50
JRI SZHEAER (4 7.48 3.61 7.64 357 7.78 3.58 7.96 3.56 8.07 3.51

AL (1= 5 0= 7)) 0.87 0.34 0.87 0.33 0.88 0.32 0.88 0.32 0.87 0.33

RAAIELTE (1= 2 ; 0= 1) 0.53 050  0.56 0.50 0.57 0.49 0.60 0.49 0.61 0.49
ShE FENHHBER (hm®) 0.08 0.13 0.08 0.14 0.08 0.21 0.16 0.37 0.15 0.36
JZE REWFRL (%) 19.80 2136  21.02 2170 2229 2265 39.07 41.60 4427 4581

RAA KR BOR(1=J2;0=74) 052 0.51 0.52 051  0.56 0.51 0.56 051 0.56 051
gg Fe IR IR A AN 445 (T ) 31.60 624  31.60 624 3320 6.90  33.60 7.00  33.60  7.00

R4 (J0) 6672 1503 8212 2537 88.80 2283 89.60 21.93 89.60  21.93
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Table 2 The participation rate in NRSPP among sample individuals in rural China (%)

DY [ARiNe) i vt W [EEl%s) LA FEASL
2012 69.17 63.24 87.36 63.79 86.19 74.56 4626
2013 69.51 63.65 87.57 63.56 86.67 74.91 4531
2014 68.97 62.96 86.46 61.74 84.72 73.76 4405
2015 66.43 62.30 86.14 60.27 84.28 72.84 4293
2016 64.98 60.37 86.27 59.69 83.84 72.13 4180

I AR SR ST G S IR 16~59 LRI,
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J T RIS B A M X AR R SR [ 5
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Table 3 The participation rate of sample individuals in various social pension scheme (%)

BRI AR 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

HAR AR 69.45 68.93 67.02 65.54 63.59
HA At S IR RS 9.34 10.89 12.07 12.19
St AR SBTHL T R E A EL TSR R 9.10 10.62 11.80 11.92
NG5G L PR AR SR AR 0.24 0.27 0.27 0.27
AT ST 23R B 2233 21.73 22.09 2239 2421
JEREN 4966 4924 4848 4771 4741
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Table 4 The participation rate of sample individuals in NRSPP in rural China by year (%)

NS BOREA 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
e (VS Il 39.76 37.18 15.38 4355 0
SAE—HA GBS RAME" 72.77 74.00 74.20 73.99 73.88
R e VS SU 86.13 90.48 84.83 93.13 78.18
A 74.56 74.91 73.76 72.84 72.13
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Table 5 The participation rate in NRSPP by individual, family and policy characteristics
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

el (%) TE Wl (%) T WP (%) T WHI (%) TE WH (%) THE
] =45 % 85.77 86.93 86.11 85.82 84.79
A 14.65%#% 15.95%x 16.16%%* 1689 16.55%#%
<45 % 67.05 66.59 64.98 63.35 62.36
% 73.49 73.86 72.96 72.33 71.49
P51 1.67% 1.62 1.21 0.76 0.93
& 75.63 75.95 74.56 73.36 72.78
T < 94F 76.45 76.90 76.35 75.72 75.02
AERR >9 4f 65.47 65.94 63.02 61.75 61.47
AT = 78.03 78.26 77.03 76.12 75.41
—14.25%%x —14.03 % —13.69k —13.39kx —12.68%#
st 1 51.57 51.58 49.62 48.63 49.43
BEAT = 70.47 71.29 70.30 69.09 68.78
e TAE 1 79.11 79.43 78.41 78.42 77.28
FRENIY < 73.79 74.23 73.34 72.71 71.97
HEN g -0.30 -0.14 0.43 -0.31 —0.44
boSiEATp A > I 74.24 74.45 72.66 7322 72.70
K < 100 74.50 74.86 73.75 72.96 72.46
-1.57 -1.45 -0.26 0.97 2.45%%
FELL >100 92.86 92.31 76.92 69.17 63.33
ey Y 2 75.61 75.75 72.66 71.33 70.40
I',‘f, KA = —1.75%k -1.39 1.86% 2.48%% 278wk
EZCMN§ w5 73.36 73.95 75.14 74.71 74.28
AR S 4 =30 74.71 75.01 76.69 75.90 75.47
Eﬂ&g%%* 0.87 0.59 8.43 %k 7.95%%x 854k
WU MG 4% >30 72.59 73.56 63.28 63.44 61.80
Hopil =55 70.17 61.38 58.33 65.12 64.29
—6.64% % —11. 15k —5.75%k -1.63 -1.62

s >55 78.65 78.60 74.69 73.00 72.29
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Table 6 Fixed effects estimates of determining factors on
participation in NRSPP

25 [EIEER4 brifi2E
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AR TAE 0.007 8 0.004 9
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