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Troubles on Choosing School: Academic Gap between
Migrant Children and Rural Children

YUAN Zhouhang WANG Xiaobing LUO Renfu ZHANG Linxiu

Abstract With the rapid increase in the proportion of migrant workers in China rural residents today face hard choice on
sending their children back to a publicschool in theirhometownor having them attend a private migrant school or a public
school near their working place. This paper uses the investigation data to measure the examination performance gap between
the students with birthplace inAnhui Province in private migrant schools in Shanghai and studentsin the public rural
schools in Anhui. Multivariate linear regression is used to estimate the gap among the students in different types of schools.
Thefindings show that students in public rural schools perform much betterthan students in private migrant schools especially
in the standard mathematical test. Authors found the school facilities and teachers’ personal qualities are the key factors
causing thegap however students’ personal and family characteristics can onlybe a small reasoninvolved but not a whole.
That self-selection effects can only account for a small part of the gap. Both of school effects and teacher effects explain the
academic gap of the students from the two types of schools.

Keywords Self-selection effects; School effects; Migrant students; Examination performance gap



